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CLLD Cooperation OFFER
Title of the proposed project (English)
	Pilot Social Circus Training Programme




Type of project (select as many as you want)
	Cooperation within the MS
☒  Across regions
☐  Within the same region

	Transnational cooperation
☐  Cross-border cooperation
☐  With other MSs (no shared border)
☐  Non EU countries
	Sea basin cooperation
☐  Mediterranean
☐  Baltic
☐  North Sea
☐  Atlantic



Brief summary of the project idea (max 800 characters)
	The Irish Street Arts, Circus and Spectacle Network (ISACS) aims to initiate a pilot Social Circus Training Programme, run in conjunction with FDYS Youth Services (responsible for recruitment & venue), for young people in Wexford.  Social Circus has become well recognised as a highly successful medium with which to engage young people, particularly those who engage in risk taking behaviour and vulnerable young adults.  It provides positive, physical and challenging activities which stimulate, inspire, encourage and motivate young people to learn.  As the young people achieve certain seemingly impossible goals, their confidence and self-esteem soars.  This has been proven in countless studies, most relevant here through the engagement of Youth at Risk in Belfast through the Belfast Community Circus and also in Galway through the Galway Community Circus.  ISACS wish to initiate a project which can explore the possibility of circus for change in Wexford, for the future physical, mental and emotional health and development of the young people who participate.  
 
The project consists of the provision of a pilot youth circus training programme, ‘Sorcas Garman’, a series of youth cantered, skills development workshops by qualified youth circus workers in juggling, uni-cycling, poi, acro yoga, spinning plates & manipulation, stilt walking & dancing, hula hoops, and performance/clown skills.  ISACS will organise and manage the programme and will be supported by the FDYS who will recruit the young people and provide the venue.  The programme will consist of 30 training workshops, once a week for 2 hours per session, for 15 young people, providing them with in team building, safe risk taking, building self-confidence, trust, teamwork, responsibility, and expression.  This will be achieved through the use of circus props, and a combination of circus skills mentioned above.
 
Delivering a social circus project of this nature in Wexford has the potential to transform many young people’s lives and is an innovative approach to supporting young people’s development.  Through the course, ISACS hopes to demonstrate to young people, their worth, their potential, their skills and their abilities.  The project will not only teach them unbelievable tricks and techniques, but will equip them social skills, personal development, team work, trust, risk taking and responsibility at the same time.




Looking for partner located in the following types of areas (select as many items as you want)
	☒  National / Regional borders
☐  Inland
☐  Island
☐  Lakes and rivers 
☒  Coastal
☐  Mountainous
	☐  Rural
☐  Peri-Urban
☒  Urban
☒  Small town
☐  Historic centre
☒  Densely populated residential area
☒  Segregated/deprived neighbourhood
	☐  Isolated / remote
☒  Sea basin
☐  Mediterranean
☐  Baltic
☐  North Sea
☐  Atlantic



Looking for partner located in areas with the following assets (select as many items as you want)
	☒  High Nature Value
☐  Cropland
☐  Pasture

	☐  Forest
☐  Non-productive land
☒  Industry
	☐  Presence of relevant cultural sites
☐  Mineral extraction
☐  Protected areas
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Topic of the project (select up to 10 items)

	☐  Innovation
☐  Research & Development
☐  New technologies 
☐  Knowledge transfer / education / training activities
☐  Broadband / Internet / ICT 
☐  Culture and Cultural heritage
	☐  Built environment
☐  Village, harbour renewal
☐  Public / community spaces / green areas
☐  Energy efficiency, retro fitting buildings
☐  Reconversion brownfield areas
☐  Rural infrastructures
☒  Social inclusion / Public services
☐  Integrated service delivery
☐  Social services
☐  Transport & Mobility
☒  Education
☐  Health
☐  Housing
☐  Anti discrimination
☐  Social enterprises
☐  Employment / job creation
☐  Access to labour market
☐  Work-private life reconciliation
☐  Self-employment
☐  Upskilling   
Target groups:
☒  Youth
☐  Women
☐  Long term unemployed
☐  Homeless
☐  Elderly
☐  Migrants
☐  Fishermen
☐  Marginalised communities e.g. Roma
☐  People with disabilities
☐  Ex offenders
☐  Others


	☐  Agriculture & Farming
☐  Small farms
☐  Semi-subsistence farming
☐  Organic farming
☐  Livestock
☐  Animal welfare
☐  Young farmers
☐  Urban farming
☐  Fisheries and aquaculture
☐  Fisheries
☐  Aquaculture
☐  Forestry
☐  Food & Drink 
☐  Marketing
☐  Supply chains / Producer organisations & Cooperatives
☐  Non-food products / Crafts 
☐  Business development
☐  Economic diversification
☐  Tourism / Territorial branding
	

	☐  Natural environment & Resources / Landscape
☐  Climate change mitigation / adaptation 
☐  Local energy production / renewable energies
☐  Circular economy / bio, green economy
	

	☐  Governance
☐  Community development
☐  Rural Urban linkages
	

	Additional keywords: (up to 3)





Objective
Initial position / background / local context of the proposed project (max 800 characters) 
The starting situation or local context in which the projects is going to operate
	The project has been funded as a pilot in County Wexford, and analysis has been carried out into the benefits and impacts.  We feel the programme will self-perpetuate with future circus artists coming through and eventually transforming into facilitators and leaders for the next generation.  Through this pilot programme, some young leaders will be identified and be in a position to raise awareness of circus skills with their peers and at their youth centre club meetings.  

The marketing and promotion of this programme was targeted at two levels:
(1) The young people who will avail and benefit from the training and,
(2) The educators, social care providers and government policy makers who develop future educational tools.  ISACS aim to inform and lobby on a national level, the impacts of social circus as a tool for social and cultural change.  

It is envisaged that this pilot project can catalyse a movement to transform education from the STEM method to the STEAM method recognising the value of creativity and physical activity as central to the development and well being of future generations of young people.  




Proposed objectives / target group and activities (max 800 characters)
	· 12-15 targeted young people from each area.  
· The promotion of circus skills as a method of helping young people develop skills.
· The young people themselves benefit, together with their families, social circles and networks and their wider community.  
· Course details: 30 training workshops, once a week, 2 hours per session.
· Skills gained: Team building, safe risk-taking, self-confidence, teamwork, responsibility, personal development, expression, through the use of circus props, techniques and tools such as juggling, hula hoop, plate spinning, Diablo, clown, acro, performance, stilt walking, etc.


The impacts of the programme are far reaching – circus can engage, impact and influence young people’s lives physically, mentally and socially in many positive ways.  ISACS wish to support young people to have the tools to affect change for their wider communities, for those around them in their families, communities and educational spheres.  




Country and /or kind of partner you are looking for (ALL EU in case the interest is on any EU country)
	All EU countries and partners with remit for developing effective projects for young people and young people at risk of social exclusion and isolation.



Languages spoken by your LAG staff
	English





Offering LAG
Contact details
	Member State
	Ireland

	Region
	Wexford

	LAG name
	Wexford Local Development Ltd.

	Contact name
	Eileen Dake

	E-mail
	edake@wld.ie

	Tel.
	+353 539155812 / +353 876225993

	LAG Address
	Spawell Road, Wexford Town, Wexford, Ireland



This Cooperation Offer is valid until
This is a mandatory field! Please provide a date after which the cooperation offer will not be valid anymore.
	April 2020. 





5

image2.png
European Network for

Rural Development

\,





