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Gathering Kielce
Number of the workshop: 30
Name of the workshop: Meeting the needs of rural communities (Organised by EESC - European Economic and Social Committee)
 
Our responses to challenges:
	 During the first part of the workshop the participants discussed problems and challenges they are facing in their communities and their work:
· Poverty in rural areas
· Lack of sufficient income opportunities in rural areas, especially for youth /  Lack of secure jobs and income / 
· The problem of capital availability / Rural people often does not know how to apply for grants
· Lack of cooperation / Lack of willingness for social participation
· There is no communication between local people and decision-makers
· Long food supply chains/rural producers do not know how to reach direct consumers due to lack of education
· Migration from rural  areas (f.e. mainly elderly people live in rural areas, small kids have to live with old generation)
· Transport exclusion/access to school and education
· Housing/small villages do not have enough residents
· Lack of quality life for young people due to lack of infrastructure and services
· Lack of specific training programs for youth and lifelong learning opportunities 
· Environmental problems / Insufficient waste management in rural areas
· Lack of local identity to local environment and products
· Social problems ( f.e. care for elderly people)

Afterwards, possible solutions were discussed:
· Introduce measures and activities to change the image of rural areas
· Put focus on people and building their competencies
· Introduce measures for creation of jobs (f.e. establish incubators)
· Establish holistic approach to rural-urban sustainable strategies
· Secure the assistance to local people in small settlements to get financial support and technical assistance
· Provide emotional support to rural people, especially in the sparsely populated areas
· Provide infrastructure for digitalisation of work
· Encourage social entrepreneurship to provide social services (f.e. care for elderly people from younger neighbours)
· Inclusion of migrants in life of rural areas


 
Our three proposals for governments & EU
	· Providing minimum/basic income to those who live and produce in rural areas
· Diversification of economic activities and extension of LEADER/CLLD implementations
· Connection/integration of policies and funds apart from CAP


 
Good ideas, practices, processes
	· In Spain: giving incentives to university student who go and invest in rural areas
· In Serbia: an NGO organize events for youth in urban areas to visit rural areas so that they are acquainted with rural life - both problems of rural life, but also opportunities and values of rural areas
· In Poland: establishing schools and community centres in rural areas;  employ people in community centres
· Some people live in rural areas, but employed/work in urban areas. This practice changes the behaviours/attitudes of people
· LAG in Poland, near Kielce, proposed the idea of building medieval village, which is implemented with the municipality on land owned by municipality; attracts visitors and provide work places 
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